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Migrants are taking less popular routes in extraordinary ways to reach Europe

Deaths continue in the Mediterranean and Atlantic waters

IOM launches its World Migration Report 2022

http://www.mixedmigrationhub.org/
http://www.mixedmigration.org/
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November showed how far desperate migrants are willing to go to reach Europe in the 
most unexpected ways and less beaten routes despite the dangers of the trip, whether it 
is crashing off a plan on a runway or cramming inside a luxurious sailing boat. Meanwhile 
deaths and rescue operations continued at the deadly Mediterranean and Atlantic routes to 
Europe. IOM also launched in November its World Migration Report.

DEATHS CONTINUE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AND ATLANTIC WATERS

The waters of the Mediterranean and the Atlantic continued to claim lives of migrants desperate to reach European 
shores in treacherous trips. Off the Libyan coast over 75 migrants drowned after departing from Libya according 
to 15 survivors rescued by fishermen and brought to Zwara, according to IOM. Libyan Red Crescent recovery 
teams retrieved the bodies of four people from a beach near Sabratha in a separate incident. Another 10 migrants 
suffocated to death after they were crammed in the lower deck of a boat, according to Medecins Sans Frontiers 
(MSF).

On the Atlantic Route to Spain’s Canary Islands, four Moroccan migrants were reported dead. Another eight 
migrants were found dead near the Spanish Islands.

Hundreds of irregular migrants were rescued or intercepted throughout November. Off the coasts of Morocco 
authorities rescued more than 300 migrants aboard several boats and arrested 230 migrants, mostly from Sub-
Saharan Africa, South of Morocco as they headed towards the Canary Islands. 

Off the Tunisian coasts, Tunisian Navy rescued 487 migrants from an overloaded boat (Video). Tunisian authorities 
also intercepted 200 migrants seeking to reach European shores. In neighboring Libya, authorities intercepted and 
returned 280 migrants aboard five boats and another 307 migrants in different operations. According to IOM, 
30,990 migrants were returned to Libya from the beginning of the year till November 27th. 506 migrants lost their 
lives and 807 went missing while trying to cross the sea to Europe during the same period.

Italian authorities rescued 550 migrants from stormy waters off Calabria. In a separate incident, a video showed a 
dramatic rescue operation by Italian authorities off Lampedusa Island. Italy also allowed a boat carrying 800 migrants 
to dock in Sicily. According to Italian Interior Minister Luciana Lamorgese, more than 59,000 migrants and refugees 
arrived in Italy so far this year through the Mediterranean.

Europe saw 160,000 irregular migrants’ arrivals in the first ten months of 2021, 70% higher than 2020, according 
to European Border and Coast Guard Agency (FRONTEX). 55,000 of these arrivals came through the Central 
Mediterranean route.

The rising arrivals were met with various responses among European countries. Italian president Sergio Mattarella 
called on EU and Africa to do more and collaborate on the issue of migration. Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s minister 
of foreign affairs and trade, said that the EU should launch a comprehensive financial and technical programme to 
support the North African and Middle-Eastern countries in defending their borders. Morocco’s ambassador in 
Geneva, Omar Zniber, said that his country “works with its European and African partners to enshrine concretely 
the principle of a shared responsibility and solidarity”.

https://twitter.com/IOM_Libya/status/1462047432699789313
https://www.africanews.com/2021/11/26/libyan-red-crescent-retrieves-bodies-of-4-migrants/
https://www.msf.org/ten-more-lives-lost-deadly-mediterranean-sea-migration-route
https://www.msf.org/ten-more-lives-lost-deadly-mediterranean-sea-migration-route
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/3301571/4-migrants-drown-morocco-trying-reach-europe
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eight-migrants-found-dead-boat-near-spains-canary-islands-2021-11-14/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eight-migrants-found-dead-boat-near-spains-canary-islands-2021-11-14/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1968736/middle-east
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2021/11/345756/230-irregular-sub-saharan-migrants-arrested-in-southern-morocco
https://www.reuters.com/world/tunisia-navy-rescues-487-migrants-overloaded-boat-2021-11-26/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LSjAmYjg69Y
https://www.voanews.com/a/tunisia-intercepts-migrants-trying-to-reach-italian-coast/6322166.html
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/36266/libyan-coast-guard-intercepts-280-migrants-at-sea
https://twitter.com/UNHCRLibya/status/1460984235804835843
https://twitter.com/IOM_Libya/status/1465340518318153729
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/italy-migrants-rescue-human-traffickers/
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-europe-59421913
https://www.voanews.com/a/german-rescue-boat-with-800-migrants-reaches-sicilian-port/6303517.html
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/36624/more-than-59000-migrants-landed-on-italian-coasts-in-2021
https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news/news-release/migratory-situation-in-october-persisting-pressure-on-eastern-border-flfAwy
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/36322/italian-president-urges-eu-and-africa-to-do-more-on-migrants
https://hungarytoday.hu/foreign-minister-eu-help-defend-north-africa-middle-east-borders-migration/
https://www.mapnews.ma/en/actualites/world/migration-management-morocco-works-its-partners-enshrine-principle-shared
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GREECE

ITALY

MIGRANT ARRIVALS

ARRIVALS TO GREECE BY SEA 

516 migrants, refugees and asylum seekers arrived in Greece by sea in November1. This figure represents a drop by 28% in 
arrivals by sea from the previous month of October. 

ARRIVALS TO ITALY BY SEA 

9,517 migrants, refugees and asylum seekers arrived in Italy by sea in November2. This figure represents a rise of 34% in 
arrivals by sea from the previous month of October.

1 Last seen the 12.14.2021.
2 Ibid.

IOM LAUNCHES ITS WORLD MIGRATION REPORT 2022

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) published its flagship World Migration Report 2022 which 
revealed a dramatic increase in internal displacement due to disasters, conflict and violence at a time when global 
mobility ground to a halt due to COVID-19 travel restrictions. IOM’s Director General António Vitorino gave a 
special video message on the occasion.

The report is available here. Also, an interactive version of the report that allows users to explore and interact with 
key data in a highly visual and engaging way is available here.

VIBES OF HOPE FOR STRANDED MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES IN LIBYA AS EVACUATIONS 
RESUME

Migrants and refugees in Libya have been living in dire conditions in detention centers. Now with the resumption of 
evacuation and repatriation flights, hope in a better future is returning to them. UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, 
evacuated 93 asylum seekers to Italy from Libya. This group of evacuees, the first of 500 under a new mechanism 
for humanitarian admissions, includes children, women at risk, survivors of violence and torture, and people with 
serious medical conditions. The first evacuees expressed feelings of relief.

IOM repatriated 91 migrants to Niger in the second flight of its kind after a suspension that lasted for two years. 
UNHCR also evacuated 172 vulnerable asylum-seekers out of Libya to safety in Niger.

MIGRANTS ARE TAKING LESS POPULAR ROUTES IN EXTRAORDINARY WAYS TO REACH 
EUROPE

Migrants are crossing the sea from Turkey to Calabria in Italy aboard sailboats to avoid detection by authorities. 
However, despite the luxurious look of the boats they are travelling in, they experience hard conditions during their 
journey as they are crammed together with insufficient food and water supplies, the migrants said.

In Mallorca in Spain, a plane heading from Casablanca in Morocco to Istanbul in Turkey saw 21 passengers running 
off across the runway and escaping the airport after the plane landed because a medical emergency was reported. 
The incident raised questions on the new ways migrants are using to reach Europe.

https://migration.iom.int/europe?type=arrivals
https://migration.iom.int/europe?type=arrivals
https://www.iom.int/news/ioms-world-migration-report-shows-global-displacement-rising-despite-covid-19-mobility-limits
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5Elfr-3j-A
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/wmr-2022-interactive/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/11/619fa3c84/evacuation-flights-libya-italy-bring-hope-vulnerable-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2021/11/619fb3884/relief-asylum-seekers-offered-new-life-outside-libya.html
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211103-un-repatriates-91-migrants-from-libya-to-niger
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/11/618547c04/libya-first-evacuation-flight-niger-year-brings-172-asylum-seekers-safety.html
https://www.npr.org/2021/11/22/1057886475/sailboats-packed-with-migrants-seek-italy-on-lesser-known-migration-route?t=1638799299246
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-59258413


SPAIN

IN OTHER NEWS

ARRIVALS TO SPAIN BY SEA

3,666 migrants, refugees and asylum seekers arrived in Spain by sea in November3, which represents a decrease by 34% 
from figures of October.

ARRIVALS TO SPAIN BY LAND

293 migrants, refugees and asylum seekers arrived in Spain by land in November4, a surge of 1072% compared to arrivals 
in October.

3 Ibid.
4 Ibid.

- IOM Director General António Vitorino encouraged international cooperation and an evidence-based approach to 
border management-related responses like travel restrictions and domestic mobility controls at his speech at IOM’s 
112th annual Council meeting.

- The Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the United Nations in Egypt launched the Joint Platform for Migrants and 
Refugees, a platform that aims at enhancing enhance coordination, ensuring better delivery and mobilizing resources 
to realize long term, sustainable development gains for migrants, refugees, asylum seekers and their host communities.

- The European Union and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) provided the Moroccan General 
Directorate of National Security (DGSN) with equipment to support the judiciary police specialized unit as part of the 
regional project “Dismantling Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling Criminal Networks in North Africa.”

- Libya and Niger signed a memorandum of understanding that seeks to protect migrant workers through effective 
work visa issuance before employment and to better respond to Libya’s labour market needs.

4

https://migration.iom.int/europe?type=arrivals
https://migration.iom.int/europe?type=arrivals
https://www.iom.int/news/predictability-accessibility-keys-cross-border-mobility-rules-iom-dg-tells-annual-council
https://www.unhcr.org/eg/23753-ministry-of-foreign-affairs-and-un-launch-joint-platform-for-migrants-and-refugees-in-egypt.html
https://www.unodc.org/romena/en/press/2021/November/press-release_-eu-and-unodc-handover-equipment-to-support-morocco-in-countering-human-trafficking-and-migrant-smuggling.html
https://www.iom.int/news/libya-and-niger-move-forward-strengthening-migration-management-and-labour-mobility
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MULTIMEDIA & EDITORIALS OF INTEREST

THE TRAGEDY OF MIGRANTS AT THE DEADLY ATLANTIC ROUTE
This summer saw a surge in migrants crossing the Atlantic towards Spain’s Canary Islands. DW’s report 
brings to focus how the treacherous route has left many migrants dead and how estimates of the casualties by 
international organizations and humanitarian groups are probably below the actual figures as many incidents 
go unnoticed.
The New York Times’ podcast tells the story of Martín Zamora, a 61-year-old father of seven, who works on 
identifying the bodies of migrants and takes them home to their families.

REFUGEE CAMP DESTROYED BY FLOODS LEAVES HUNDREDS IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE
Alganaa refugee camp in Sudan’s White Nile State has been submerged by flood waters, leaving 35,000 South 
Sudanese refugees in need of urgent assistance. Refugees who lived in the camp spoke to UNHCR about their 
struggle after they lost their new homes.

TOWARDS A NEW PERSPECTIVE AND A NEW RESPONSE TO INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
Yossi Mekelberg, professor of international relations and an associate fellow of the MENA Program at Chatham 
House, argues in an article at Arab News that migration from less affluent to more affluent countries is a 
complex phenomenon that is multifaceted. He makes the case for how governments and societies need to 
open their eyes to the benefits of migration and how they can overcome the challenges it brings. He also makes 
a call for welcoming migrants instead of seeing them as a threat.

FROM A SMUGGLED MIGRANT TO AN ADVOCATE OF ALTERNATIVES TO IRREGULAR 
MIGRATION
Augustine Blessing Eguvwese took the trip from his home in Nigeria, crossing the Sahara with other victims 
of migrants’ smuggling, to find a better life. Instead, he faced a lot of hardships. In Niger, he enrolled in one of 
the entrepreneurship classes that IOM offers to migrants at its transit centre and then returned home to start 
an online radio station warning against the dangers of irregular migration and advocating for safer alternatives.

https://www.dw.com/en/spains-canary-islands-draw-more-migrants-despite-dangers/a-59953338
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/10/podcasts/the-daily/spain-martin-zamora-migrants.html?
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2021/11/619c9aea4/refugees-count-losses-floods-destroy-camp-sudan.html
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1976881
https://www.iamamigrant.org/stories/algeria/augustine-0
https://www.iamamigrant.org/stories/algeria/augustine-0
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RESEARCH OF INTEREST

Hidden hardship of an unnoticed workforce: The economic lives of refugees and migrants in Tunisia – 

Mixed Migration Centre

Refugees’ and migrants’ skills are often under-valued due to a lack of access to the formal Tunisian labour market. Their 

contributions to the Tunisian economy and its development remain largely invisible and unrecognized. What are their 

economic situations today? In which sectors do they work and contribute to the economy? What are their specific points of 

vulnerability and what are possible solutions to improve their lives?

This study provides: An updated overview of the economic situation of refugees and migrants in Tunisia, including their 

access to the labour market and their contribution to the local and national economy; Recommendations for the Tunisian 

authorities (national and local), international organizations, civil society and researchers.

Global Humanitarian Overview 2022 – UNOCHA

The Global Humanitarian Overview is the world’s most comprehensive, authoritative and evidence-based assessment of 

humanitarian needs. It aims to fight hunger, killer diseases, gender-based violence and displacement, through plans that 

prioritize those who need help the most.

The Impact of COVID-19 on the EU’s Mediterranean Migration Policies: The Case of Libya – Mixed Migration 

Centre

This report in partnership with the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) examines the impacts of COVID-19 on EU migration 

policies and procedures in the Mediterranean and investigates how the latter affected the conditions and experiences of 

refugees and migrants in Libya, focusing particularly on those attempting to cross the Mediterranean from Libya during the 

outbreak of COVID-19.

The findings seek to provide European policy-makers with evidence to inform their migration policies and procedures in 

the Mediterranean, while taking into consideration the impact that international policies have on the lives and mobility of 

refugees and migrants.

Unsafe and Undignified: The forced expulsion of migrants from Libya – OHCHR

The report aims to highlight the human rights impacts of migrants being forcibly returned from Libya.4 The report is part 

of a wider project by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) seeking to identify, 

document and analyze human rights violations and abuses as well as protection gaps impacting migrants in Libya and the 

neighboring region and to formulate recommendations to relevant governments and other stakeholders, aimed at ensuring 

compliance with international human rights law and standards.

2021 Mid-Year Trends report – UNHCR

UNHCR’s 2021 Mid-Year Trends report reflects on the first six months of this year, providing key statistics and figures 

on refugees, asylum-seekers, internally displaced persons and stateless persons, as well as their main host countries and 

countries of origin

https://mixedmigration.org/resource/hidden-hardship-of-an-unnoticed-workforce/
https://gho.unocha.org/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/impact-covid-eu-mediterranean-migration-policies-libya/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Report-highlights-unsafe-and-undignified-expulsion-migrants-from-Libya.aspx
https://www.unhcr.org/mid-year-trends


  *MHub does not vouch for the accuracy or reliability of articles in its Monthly Bulletin.
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Mixed Migration Review 2021: reframing human mobility in a changing world – Mixed Migration 

Centre

The global context is rapidly changing and with new conflicts, new public health threats, new levels of environmental 

stress, and changing trends and perceptions around human mobility, now is the time to reframe mixed migration 

through the lens of different themes in one volume. The 2021 edition of MMC’s annual flagship report, the Mixed 

Migration Review, offers: a comprehensive annual analysis of mixed migration, this year through the lens of “reframing 

mixed migration” and a platform for different voices in the migration debate, a debate in which there are no easy 

answers.

Infographic - Migration flows: Eastern, Central and Western routes – European Council

Data of irregular arrivals to Europe from 2015 up to November 2021.

https://mixedmigration.org/mixed-migration-review-2021/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/migration-flows/

